p53 expression related to the aggressive infiltrative histopathological feature of basal cell carcinoma.
To determine whether the p53 protein expression which is involved in the genesis and progression of various malignant tumours may relate to age, sites or the aggressive histopathological feature of the basal cell carcinoma. METHODS ADN RESULTS: One hundred and fifty-eight basal cell carcinoma specimens from Songklanakarind Hospital, southern Thailand, collected from January 1992 to December 2000, were examined by immunohistochemistry using polyclonal anti-p53-CM1 (Novocastra Laboratories, Newcastle, UK; dilution 1:700). p53 protein expression was demonstrated in 48.7% of cases. The multivariate analysis showed that the aggressive infiltrative histopathological type was significantly associated with p53 expression (odds ratio 2.95, 95% confidence interval 1.10-7.90), whereas age, sun-exposure site, cellular response and fibrosis were not. The p53 expression is found to be related to the aggressive histopathological feature, which may be of predictive value for the behaviour of basal cell carcinoma. However, this result does not support the relation between sun exposure inducing basal cell carcinoma and p53 protein expression.